THE ECLIPSE AT GORGES
AUGUST 19 – 21, 2017

VOLUNTEERING OPPORTUNITIES
General Background
The August 21, 2017 solar eclipse, frequently billed as a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity, will travel a path of totality over the entire U.S.
for the first time in 99 years. Everyone in the lower 48 states will get to see at least a partial eclipse but only those in the path of
totality will experience the true total solar eclipse. Gorges State Park (GSP) in Sapphire, NC, is the only North Carolina state park in the
path of totality.
The Friends of Gorges State Park is sponsoring, with GSP hosting, 3 days of FREE family-friendly, fun activities leading up to the total
solar eclipse on Monday, August 21. The Park offers prime viewing spots and we’ll make sure to make the event truly memorable. We
will have live music, food trucks, ranger-led nature hikes, science discussions and demonstrations, face painting and more!
This event has been designated as an official 2017 Carolinas Solar Eclipse Party location through a joint effort between North and
South Carolina, coordinated by the Morehead Planetarium and funded by NC Space Grant and SC Space. For more on this, visit
http://moreheadplanetarium.org/eclipse.

Day 1: Saturday, August 19
We are calling this our Nature Day, as state rangers and naturalists will direct hikes from the Visitors Center to 2 or 3

specific destinations in the Park, discussing flora, fauna, and geology with the participants. GSP lies in the broader,
regional area called Jocassee Gorges, which National Geographic called one of the 50 Last Great Places to Visit in 2013
and is characterized by plunging waterfalls, rugged river gorges, sheer rock walls and one of the greatest
concentrations of rare and unique species in the eastern United States. With an elevation that rises 2,000 feet in only
four miles – in conjunction with rainfall in excess of 90 inches per year that creates a temperate rain forest – GSP is
home to 26 named waterfalls.

Day 2: Sunday, August 20

Sunday is our Fun Day – we will conduct a family-oriented Eclipse Party with a strong emphasis on the history of eclipses in the world
and the actual science behind eclipses in general. To augment the educational aspect on this day, we will be scheduling several familyfriendly tents and exhibits. While final details await completion, we have commitments for exhibits such as face painting, pottery
making, local musicians, and conservation groups. Our plan is to highlight local artists and their crafts, as well as commercial
enterprises which offer goods and services attuned to the out-of-doors.
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Day 3: Eclipse Day
The main event begins with an unprecedented GSP opening at 5 AM. Who knows how many visitors we might have that day, as the
total is subject to variables such as weather conditions, traffic patterns, capacity of local accommodations, and the whims of human
beings. With that in mind, however, one source predicts that our area could receive visitors numbering 13,300 and 53,300 (see
https://www.greatamericaneclipse.com/statistics/ for this analysis and a state-by-state prediction). We have plans in place to welcome
up to 5,000 visitors who will have a safe and enjoyable time
viewing 2 minutes, 17 seconds of total solar eclipse.
The State’s Division of Parks & Recreation will augment the
normal GSP personnel that day with 10 additional staff,
mostly to handle parking and crowd control. Information
packets and certified solar eclipse glasses will be provided
to each entering vehicle. We will have live music, food
trucks and educational activities to help pass the time. We
are planning to offer live video streaming in at least 2
locations to take advantage of above-cloud video provided
by NASA and other entities. Our emphasis that day will be
how safely to view the solar eclipse starting at 1:09 PM and
concluding at 4:01 PM.

Volunteer Roles
Without sufficient volunteers, we would not be able to
support this event in a safe and effective manner.
Hopefully, our volunteers will take comfort in the fact that
their “once-in-a-lifetime” will be spent giving back to others
and that this will likely be one of those lifelong memories
triggered by the question, “Where were you during the total eclipse of 2017?”
The following table presents in summary fashion what roles we hope to fulfill with volunteers:
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DATE

Sunday, Aug 20

SHIFTS

9:30 AM to 3:30 PM

ROLE

Team Member on Demonstrations
6 – 7 needed

Sunday, Aug 20

9:00 AM to 4:00 PM

Visitors Center Assistance
2 – 3 needed

Sunday, Aug 20

10:00 AM to 4:00 PM

Outside Assistance
2 – 3 needed

Monday, Aug 21

Monday, Aug 21

8:00 AM to 12:00 PM and
12:00 PM to 4 PM

Greeters and Parking Assistance

9:30 AM to 3:30 PM

Team Member on Demonstrations

8 – 10 needed

8 – 9 needed

DESCRIPTION AND EXPECTATIONS

•

Attend 2 -3 hour training course at the
Park during the week of August 14
• Serve in 3 to 4 person teams working
with a leader who attended Carolina
Eclipse Party training. These teams will
work in a booth and among the visitors
explaining some of the features of and
science behind the eclipse.
Assist Park office staff in greeting people,
answering questions, recording sales of
merchandise, and helping out with whatever
comes up.
Welcoming visitors to the Park and
answering logistical questions. May be
asked to help Park rangers and staff with
specific tasks they have.
• Assisting Park rangers with greeting and
parking cars, answering questions, and
directing traffic. Greeters will be
provided with “goodie bags” for each car
with event information and eclipse
glasses.
• Attend 2-to-3-hour training course at the
Park during the week of August 14
• Serve in 3 to 4 person teams working
with a leader who attended Carolina
Eclipse Party training. These teams will
work in a booth and among the visitors
explaining some of the features of and
science behind the eclipse.
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DATE

Monday, Aug 21

SHIFTS

9:00 AM to 4:00 PM

ROLE

Visitors Center Assistance
3 – 4 needed

Monday, Aug 21

9:00 AM to 4:00 PM

Prime Viewing Station Assistance
outside the Visitors Center and at
the Bearwallow Picnic Area

DESCRIPTION AND EXPECTATIONS

Assist Park office staff in greeting people,
answering questions, recording sales of
merchandise, and helping out with whatever
comes up.
Assist Park staff in greeting people,
answering questions, and helping out with
whatever comes up.

3 – 4 needed
We don’t anticipate needing volunteers for the activities on Saturday, August 19.
Some of the volunteer numbers indicated in the above table are a bit duplicative, as we expect, for example, that on Monday, once the
bulk of cars have entered and parked in the morning, those volunteers might be re-deployed to other tasks. We also want to ensure
that all of our staff and volunteers take breaks and stay hydrated. This will be August, after all.
Volunteers will be provided shirts and hats (yours to keep) on the two days to help the visitors identify you. Refreshments and light
snacks will also be available to exhibitors, Park staff and volunteers.

